
To:  CA Secretary of State, Debra Bowen and Voting Systems 
From:  Judy Alter, President of Protect California Ballots 
Re:  Public Comment, written testimony for Hearing on March 17, 2009 on GEMS 
1.18.19 
 
The Humboldt County transparency project shows the need for this kind of citizen 
“double-check” in every California county.  I urge the Secretary of State to decertify 
GEMS 1.18.19 and consider a fine or more serious consequences for Diebold/Premier 
Voting Systems such as barring them from doing business in California for three years, 
for the serious breach of contract demonstrated in their tabulator’s failure to accurately 
tabulate the Nov. 2008 election results. 
 
I observe elections in Los Angeles County with a team of technical experts.  We still 
have not been able to “check and review the election machinery and programming” 
specified in CA EC 15004.  We have no way to ascertain if our LA voting precinct 
results are tabulated accurately. 
 
We have asked for audit logs/back-up files so we could add up the totals ourselves, 
attempting to check, in a limited way, what the Humboldt County transparency project 
actually achieved. 
 
We have asked for a monitor of the tabulator screen so we could video the precinct 
totals to attempt to add the totals ourselves. 
 
This unsatisfied need, to check the addition of the precinct totals, must be understood in 
the context of the mandatory 1% manual tally results. The insufficient CA “audit” of 1% 
of precincts did not uncover the uncounted ballots that the Humboldt County 
transparency project found. 
 
In Los Angeles, our 1% manual tally was conducted on 51 precincts.  No hand count 
matched the computer count completely in all the 23 contests in each precinct.  25% of 
the Vote By Mail precinct results matched completely; 75% did not.  And our 1% manual 
tally of precincts does not let us know if these results were tabulated correctly. 
 
Los Angeles County and all the other CA counties need a full and thorough method to 
double-check the accuracy of the vote count.  This is what, I believe, we, in the Election 
Justice movement, mean by “transparency.” 
 
On computers we do not have public counting of the votes on our ballots.  A democratic 
election requires public counting. 
 
Further, our election officials need to be held accountable when they do not follow CA 
Election Code as in the items listed above.  In contrast, our thanks go to Humboldt 
County Registrar of Voters Carolyn Crnich for her extraordinary assistance and 
cooperation in facilitating the citizen’s transparency project.   Her actions exemplify the 
checks and balances built into our California and United States constitution. 






















