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Riverside County was 
found to be out of 
compliance with 
8 conditions of 
recertification  

 
Source: 

 
$315,000 “Independent 

Review” Commissioned by the 
Riverside County Board of 

Supervisors 
http://www.clerkoftheboard.co.riverside.ca.us/agendas/2009/03_03_09/16.03.pdf

3-9-09 

http://www.clerkoftheboard.co.riverside.ca.us/agendas/2009/03_03_09/16.03.pdf
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1. SECURITY VIOLATIONS INCLUDING lack of Chain 
of custody controls, secure storage, access controls, seal 
& serial numbers. 

 
2. Public blocked from inspecting security seals. 
 
3. Failure to post precinct results at polling place as 

required by law. 
 
4. Failure to collect post election auditing costs from 

vendor as required by recertification. 
 
5. Certified the election results without completing 100% 

manual tally of DRE paper trails. 
 
6. Refusal to position monitors for public viewing of vote 

count as require by EC 15004. 
 

7. No appropriate actions taken when chain of custody 
violations and tampering with seals were evident. 

 
8. No appropriate action taken when voting machines 

experienced fatal error. 
 
 
 



Experience in the “birthplace of electronic voting” shows 
it is not cost effective. 
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1996-97
1997-98
1998-99
1999-2000
2000-01
2001-02
2002-03
2003-04
2004-05
2005-06
2006-07
2007-08

1996-97  $4,077,075 
1997-98  $6,095,621 
1998-99  $4,614,735 
1999-2000  $5,362,042 
2000-01  $5,738,345 
2001-02  $7,796,753 
2002-03  $14,322,803 
2003-04  $8,426,350 
2004-05  $6,923,272 
2005-06  $19,615,584 
2006-07  $10,586,136 
2007-08  $12,766,348 

1

Pre-Sequoia
$5 Mil./Yr.

Using Sequoia, Expenditure
Volatility skyrockets from $6 
million to $19 million. Yearly costs 
double+ to $10.8M/yr.

 $19
Costs in millions of dollars from 
FY '96-'97  to                                                       FY '07-'08

Paper Ballots DRE -  Electronic

Spiraling Costs of Riverside County Registrar of Voters Office

 
 
Technology advances are generally so rapid that a new system or a major system upgrade can be anticipated every 
5-7 years.  New e-voting systems in Riverside County, CA have typically run close to $15 million in gross costs 
(2000 and 2006).  In the February 2008 Primary Election, electronic ballots totaled just under 22,000 out of 407,000 
ballots cast (5%).Ballots cast in the November 2008 Presidential election totaled 657,000, of which 72,000 (11%) 
were electronic.    The November ’08 high mark was due to a push by the ROV to offer e-voting to all individuals on 
a system certified for use by the disabled population.  It cost Riverside County $409,000 to hand-tally the e-vote 
results in November, as required by the Conditions of Recertification by the Secretary of State’s office.  FMI contact 
Tom Courbat @ tom68-69korea@thecourbats.com.  
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February 8, 2010 
Secretary of State Hearing:  “The Future of Voting In California” 

 

SEQUOIA OWES RIVERSIDE COUNTY $409,000 FOR 
100% MANUAL TALLY OF E-VOTES CAST IN THE 

NOVEMBER 2008 ELECTION – AND REFUSES TO PAY 
 

COSTS LIKELY IN THE MILLIONS STATEWIDE 
 
The Registrar of Voters is now asking the Board of Supervisors for an additional 
$688,182 in general funds to finish out the fiscal year.  See below the request/ 
recommendation on tomorrow’s Board Agenda (2-9-10). 
 

              
Additional funds are owed by Sequoia for the February & June 2008 elections, as 
well as the May 2009 and November 2009 elections.   THESE ADDITIONAL 
COSTS MAY WELL TOTAL $280,000, ENOUGH TO COVER THE ENTIRE 
COST OVERRUN ANTICIPATED BY THE REGISTRAR OF VOTERS.  BUT 
SEQUOIA HOLDS STRONG IN THEIR REFUSAL TO PAY, EVEN THOUGH 
THEY AGREED TO THIS CONDITION AS CITED BELOW. 
 

AUTHORITY: 
CONDITION 19 OF CONDITIONS OF RECERTIFICATION (10-25-07) 
 

“ANY POST-ELECTION AUDITING REQUIREMENTS IMPOSED AS A 
CONDITION OF THIS CERTIFICATION SHALL BE PAID FOR BY THE 
VENDOR.  ELECTIONS OFFICIALS ARE REQUIRED TO CONDUCT THE 
AUDITS AND THE VENDOR IS REQUIRED TO REIMBURSE THE 
JURISDICTION.”  
            
SEQUOIA HAS REFUSED TO REIMBURSE ANY COUNTY AND THUS THIS 
PHENOMENON IS OCCURING IN MANY COUNTIES IN CALIFORNIA DURING THE 
WORST FINANCIAL CRISIS SINCE THE GREAT DEPRESSION. 
 
I am requesting that the Secretary of State investigate this refusal 
and initiate compliance action. – Tom Courbat 951-536-6091   
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