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I. County & System Information 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Vendor & Voting Systems:  Sequoia AVC Edge and Optical Scan Paper Ballots –       
Central Count 400C 

Napa County Contact:  John Tuteur Registrar of Voters jtuteur@co.napa.ca.us 

II. Purpose 
 

The Election Observer Panel is invited to observe all critical procedures of the election process, including Logic 
and Accuracy testing of each AVC Edge unit, vote by mail ballot processing, election officer trainings, Election 
Day activities, Election Night ballot counting, and canvass procedures.  
 

III. Invite 
 

Between E-60 and E-29 a news release will be issued inviting the following: 
 

♦ County Grand Jury 
♦ Board of Supervisors, CEO, city managers, and city clerks 
♦ Representatives from all county central committees 
♦ Other groups or individuals who have expressed an interest in observing the election process 

 

IV. General Rules for Observers 
 
Observers may: 

• Observe the proceedings at the polls, including the opening and closing procedures. 
• Obtain information from the precinct index that is posted near the entrance. 
• Make notes and watch election procedures. 
• View election-related activities at the central counting site on Election Day. 
• View the canvass of the vote activities following the election. 
• View vote-by-mail and provisional ballot processing. 



• Ask questions of poll workers or voters at the polls as long as they do not interfere with the conduct 
of any part of the voting process. 

• Ask questions of supervisors at the central counting site as long as they do not interfere with the 
conduct of the election procedures. 

 
Observers are responsible for: 

• Checking in at each site, whether polling place or central counting site. 
• Wearing an identification badge. 
• Maintaining a professional manner while observing the election process. 
• Ensuring they do not interfere with the election process. 

 
Observers may not: 

• Interfere, in the judgment of the elections official, with the conduct of the election. 
• Physically handle any voting materials or equipment. 
• Sit at the official worktables or view confidential voter information on any work terminal. 
• Communicate with voters (within 100 feet of the entrance to a polling place) regarding the casting of 

a vote, or speak to a voter regarding his or her qualifications to vote. 
• Display any election material or wear campaign badges, buttons or apparel. 
• Wear the uniform of a peace officer, a private guard, or security personnel. 
• Use cellular phones, pagers, or two-way radios inside the polling place and/or within 100 feet of the 

entrance to the polling place. 
• Talk to or attempt to stop the central counting site workers while they are processing ballots. 
• Use the telephones, computers or other polling place facilities at polling places or the central 

counting site. 
• Make physical contact with election personnel. 
• Eat or drink in the polls or the central counting site. 
• Assist in operations at any polling place or the central counting site. 
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NEWS RELEASE 
 

CONTACT:  REGISTRAR OF VOTERS JOHN TUTEUR  707.253.4459  jtuteur@co.napa.ca.us 
 

PUBLIC INVITED TO OBSERVE 
 ALL PHASES OF MAY 19, 2009 STATEWIDE SPECIAL ELECTION 

 
The Napa County Election Division is inviting the public, the media, members of the Grand Jury, 
political party organizations and anyone interested in the election process to observe all aspects of 
the  May  19,  2009  Statewide  Special  Election.  “We  welcome  observers  to  this  fundamental 
cornerstone of our democratic process,” announced John Tuteur, Napa County Registrar of Voters, 
“Those wishing  to  observe  the  election  should  contact  us  24  hours  in  advance  so  that we  can 
facilitate the observation process.  You can call the election office at 707.253.4321 or send an e‐mail 
to elections@co.napa.ca.us  ”   
 
The first activity to which observers are invited is the pre‐election logic and accuracy testing of our 
electronic voting machines which will take place at our central office, 900 Coombs St Ste 256 Napa 
CA on Tuesday April 14, 2009 beginning at 9 AM.   At the same location on Monday May 4, 2009 
we will perform pre‐election logic and accuracy testing of our paper ballot tabulation equipment.  
We will begin processing vote by mail ballots on Friday May 15, 2009 at 8 AM.   The closest all‐day 
free parking is in the Pearl Street garage at Pearl and Coombs above the first floor.  The garage is 
approximately one block from our office.  Vote by mail processing will continue on Saturday May 
16, Monday May 18 and Tuesday May 26 and Wednesday May 27.   
 
Observers are welcome at any of our 58 polling places which are open  from 7 AM  to 8 PM on 
Election Day.  Observers can obtain a list of polling places by contacting our office. 
 
Our central counting operation commences at our office on Monday May 18, 2009 at 10 AM  for 
vote by mail ballots processed beginning Friday May 15.   Counting of vote by mail ballots will 
continue on Election Day Tuesday May 19, 2009 beginning at 9 AM.   Results of this count will not 
be released until Election Day Tuesday May 19, 2009 at 8 PM.   Counting of polling place ballots 
will commence shortly after 8 PM on Election Day. 
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Vote  by mail  ballots  received  in  person  or  by mail  on  Sunday May  17, Monday May  18  and 
Election  Day  Tuesday  May  19,  2009  and  provisional  ballots  will  be  processed  beginning  on 
Tuesday May 26 at 8 AM and continue until finished.   Central counting will commence again on 
Thursday May 28 and continue until completed.   Manual tally of vote by mail and polling place 
precincts  as  well  as  electronic  paper  audit  trails  will  also  commence  on  Friday May  29  and 
continue until finished.   
 
Please contact Napa County Registrar of Voters John Tuteur by voice 707.253.4459 or by electronic 
mail at jtuteur@co.napa.ca.us if you wish to be an observer of any of these vital election activities. 
 
 

END 
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